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QVVA welcomes visitors who have an interest in the preservation and restoration 
of all types of vehicles to an original condition as far as practicable. 
 
Meetings: 
General meetings are held at 7:30pm on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 
the Veteran Car Clubrooms, 1376 Old Cleveland Road, Carindale 4512        Ph: 07 
3843 0010   
 
Subscriptions:  
The annual subscription is currently $60 and renewable on 1st July with a 50% pro- 
rata for applications after 1st January. 
 A $40 joining fee applies for new members. 
Membership will be considered to have lapsed after three months of non-payment. 
A person with three months arrears who wishes to join again will be treated as a 
new applicant.  
 
EFT payment can be made to our bank:   BSB: 124 – 078   a/c 90528779  Use your 
surname as a reference.  
 
Concessional Registration: 
To qualify for the Special Interest Vehicle Scheme concessional registration you 
should be familiar with the Queensland Transport “Criteria for Eligibility” guide and 
observe the restrictions. 
 
Newsletter Distribution: 
The newsletter is sent members by email only but is also posted on our website   
www.qvva.org.au  for casual viewing.  
 
Name Badges: Failure to wear a name badge at club events incurs a $2 fine. 
 
Disclaimer: The Queensland Vintage Vehicle Association does not hold itself responsible 
for statements made or opinions expressed by contributors to the Vintage News.   
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PRESIDENTS REPORT MAY 2026 
 
There have been a lot of goings on since my last report. 
Firstly, Trevor and Janette found a 2200x1200 Tradie trailer at Beenleigh. After some time and 
considerable thought, the committee decided to buy it, then the troubles came to bite us hard. The 
trailer had the VIN number removed and although we had spoken to Transport and Main Roads, we 
ran into a brick wall. After many sleepless nights we eventually got approval and a new VIN and the 
registration is now finally approved, 
The trailer will be loaded with the sausage sizzle items that we have been storing in our library, which 
means that we can easily get to all of our storage cabinets without moving the eskies, drinks and 
equipment from the room. More on the registration process at the next meeting. 
Our second major event was the three-way run that was held on the 19th of April. 
We had approximately 90 people attend morning tea, 50 from Ipswich 15 from Bayside and 25 from 
our club. I thank all who helped with the placing of the jam and cream on the scones, supplied for 
morning tea. Everyone must have been happy with them as I did not get one negative report. After 
morning tea most attendees moved on to the Esk Grand Hotel for lunch. At the hotel there were four 
other clubs and the usual Sunday trade. The queue to order lunch spewed out the footpath and all 
thought it would be a long wait for lunch to be delivered. It was not the case, our meal was delivered 
in twenty minutes and it was large and delicious. The staff at the hotel were on the ball and I 
congratulate them for their service and friendly welcome making the experience one that we will go 
back to in the future. 
In the next few weeks, James has us attending a couple of car displays. These displays are a way to 
present our club to the general public and hopefully a way to generate new members. These events, 
being in the cooler months, mean you are not in the heat of the summer months. 
By now everyone should have a new copy of the upcoming QVVA events. Mark the events in your 
calendar and remind your friends of them as well. I would like to see more attend these runs, as it 
makes the organizers of them feel as though the effort put into them was worth it. 
Until next time, Drive Safe, 
 
Graham Porter  
President 

 
 
 
                                 Minutes of QVVA Meeting - 22 April 2026 
 
Meeting opened – 7.35 p.m. 
Welcome: to 681st Meeting. 
Attendance: As per Attendance Book 
Apologies: Cyril Connell, Ben Carroll, John Knight, John and Alison Day, Gary and Kathy Day, 
Janette Farrell, Stan Miller. 
Minutes of last meeting: Read by Wendy. 
The following amendments were made to the Minutes: 
1.  Meeting number was 680 not 679. 
2.  The run on 30 April is to Orange not Armadale 
3.  Rod Rush not Don Lake won the raffle 
Moved by Pheobi, Seconded by Trevor. Carried.                                                                                                 3 



Business Arising: Nil 
Secretary’s Report: No report due to the absence of the Secretary 
Treasurer’s Report: 
Moved Wendy, seconded James. Carried 
Events Coordinator’s Report: 
30 April – 3 May - Pre 31 Autumn Tour in Orange 
5 May - Tuesday Club’s monthly dinner @ Club Yeronga 
17 May - Sunday Club tour – Car show at Forestdale 
27 May - Wednesday General Meeting @ Club rooms. 
2 June - Tuesday Club’s monthly dinner @ Fielders Club 
7 June - Sunday Brisbane Bus Museum – 10am – 2pm 
10 June - Wednesday GOF Lunch @ Brisbane Motor Museum 
14 June - Sunday Ladies Day run TBC (will need to be moved because of Motorfest) 
14 June - Sunday RACQ Motorfest Day 
24 June - Wednesday General Meeting @ Club Rooms 
7 July - Tuesday Club Dinner @ Tingalpa Hotel 
19 July - Sat/Sun Presidents Run - Christmas in July To Be Organised. 
22 July - Wednesday Clubs Annual and General Meeting @ Club rooms 
20-21 August - Lismore rally – date claimer 
Membership Officer 
1 new member Aed Phaidin 89 Lada Neva. 96 members, 21 new members, 10 members deleted 
because of being unfinancial. 
Editor’s Report    No newsletter this month because Rodney’s computer is on the blink. 
Sausage sizzle   Just over $1 000 from last event. Looking at a date in July for next one. 
Public Relations 
Bryson has passed away 
Jody is doing well 
Heather Robinson’s Mum has passed away 
Barbie Kroll is quite unwell 
Skites 
New electrics for Don Lake’s car. Super impressed that it has a new harness. 
Barbara’s Dodge made the trip to Samford and back with no problems. 
General Business 
3 way run – excellent turn up. 84 people – 8 clubs attended 
Trailer purchased for $1 000. No VIN. Dept of Main Roads consulted, Police to inspect and issue VIN. 
A lot of running around to get a VIN. Still waiting for paperwork to go through. Excellent trailer will 
be very useful. Can be used for storing sausage sizzle equipment. 
Looking for the club’s PA system. Should be in the shed – to be checked. 
Adrian spoke about taking 65 Buick Riviera on a run into NSW- spent $2 000 on diesel. Good run. 
Clint – Trip to New Zealand – Highlights of a very interesting trip 
Winner of raffle – Graham, Supper for May Glen Smith– , Raffle for May – John Buchanan. 
Meeting closed: 9.05 pm.   
 
 
            A 1945 SERIES 59C ½ TON PICKUP BECOMES THE 31 MILLIONTH FORD.                            
By John Emmering 
The 1945 Ford Half-Ton Pickup Truck holds a significant place in American automotive history. This 
iconic vehicle emerged during a pivotal moment, transitioning from wartime production to civilian 
needs. Its robust and straightforward design became synonymous with dependability and resilience. 
This truck provided essential utility for businesses and families returning to normalcy. It represents an 
era of practicality and enduring American craftsmanship. Its legacy continues to resonate with 
enthusiasts today.                                                                                                                                                                    4 



Enduring Design and Utility 
The 1945 Ford Half-Ton Pickup showcased a design focused on durability and functionality. Its rugged 
body lines and practical features made it a versatile workhorse. The pickup was built to withstand 
demanding conditions, fulfilling its role efficiently. This design ethos contributed to its widespread 
adoption and continued popularity. It effectively balanced utilitarian needs with a recognizable Ford 
aesthetic. Many remember this truck for its steadfast reliability. 
Engine and Performance Aspects 
While specific detailed specifications for a general 1945 model can vary, these trucks typically 
featured Ford’s venerable Flathead V8 engine. This reliable powerplant delivered sufficient 
horsepower and torque for its intended tasks. The engine was known for its robust construction and 
smooth operation. It paired with a manual transmission, offering direct control to the driver. This 
combination ensured reliable performance for various hauling and transportation duties. The truck 
was a dependable tool for many. 
The 1945 Ford Half-Ton Pickup utilized a strong ladder frame chassis. This provided a rigid foundation 
for heavy loads and rough terrain. Its suspension system, typically leaf springs at both front and rear, 
offered excellent load-carrying capacity. These design choices ensured durability and a capable ride. 
This setup allowed the truck to perform consistently. It handled diverse work environments with ease. 
Functional Interior and Features 
The interior of the 1945 Ford pickup was designed for pure utility. It featured a simple, uncluttered 
dashboard and durable seating surfaces. The focus remained on practicality rather than luxury. 
Essential gauges provided necessary information to the driver. Its straightforward cabin reflected the 
no-nonsense approach of the era. The truck provided a comfortable, yet functional, workspace. 
A Symbol of Post-War Resilience 
The 1945 Ford Half-Ton Pickup symbolized American resilience and a return to peacetime production. 
Ford quickly adapted its manufacturing capabilities to meet civilian demands. This truck played a 
crucial role in post-war reconstruction and development. It helped farmers, small businesses, and 
individuals rebuild their lives. Its enduring presence on roads for decades attests to its quality. This 
vehicle stands as a tangible piece of post-war American history. 
Summary 
The 1945 Ford Half-Ton Pickup Truck holds a special place in American automotive history. Its robust 
design, utilitarian features, and reliable Flathead V8 engine made it a dependable workhorse. This 
truck represented a significant transition from wartime production to civilian life. It became a symbol 
of resilience and practicality for countless individuals. The enduring legacy of this Ford pickup 
continues to be celebrated today. It truly embodies a crucial era of American craftsmanship. 
  
Click here for a brief youtube video about the 1945 Ford Pickup 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIpdLi8pClI                 
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Security in your Vintage Car – By Arnold Chivers of Vintage Driver Magazine. 
 
As most of you know, Glenda and I have done a lot of outback touring in our ’29 Tourer. There have 
been many nights when we were not so sure about the security of things in the open car so I thought 
about how I could improve the situation. I figured that all that was needed was something that made a 
loud noise to attract attention and trigger the “flight” response in those who thought they had as 
much right to our things as we did.  
My solution was (and still is) to buy a couple of personal alarms off the internet. I bought some from 
Temu. They start at $4.28 for one with a disposable button battery to a bit over $9 for a rechargeable 
one. I bought 2 of the cheaper ones. They are designed to be attached to the belt or belt loop of the 
clothing of (say,) a jogger by one end and in the case of emergency, the jogger pulls the other end and 
triggers the alarm. 
 They are LOUD at about 120 decibels and have a flashing strobe light built in. Installing the alarm is 
simple. Simply use some duct tape to attach a string to the end without the loop taking care not to 
muffle the sound and another string to the loop. Make the combined length long enough to tie 
between the doors on opposite sides of the car. Any attempt to open either door will pull on the alarm 
and trigger it. I am pretty sure 120 dB blaring in the dark and a flashing strobe light would be enough to 
cause any intending thief to turn and run. That is all I need. 
 There are a couple of tips to get it working reliably and yet you can disarm it in the morning. I have tied 
a loop of cord around the aide curtain post at the back of the front doors and attach to that with 
something like a dog clip.. Hooking it over the door handles is not good enough. When the handle is 
turned to open the door, the internal handle also turns and the loop is more than likely to slip off it. I 
attach the alarm by the strings to the loop on the side curtains and hook it under the inside door 
handles. 
 TIP: make the overall length long enough for you to open the door just far enough to reach inside and 
unhook it before you fully open the door. 
 I use dark coloured string so that it is not easily seen even in bright moon light. We have a tonneau 
cover over the back seat which means that the driver’s side back door can’t be opened with it in 
place. 
 If you don’t have a tonneau, installing the alarm would be just the same as the front. A closed car 
would be no different. 
 
 
SWAP MEETS 
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                                             “YOU  KNOW WHAT I MEAN”  (The late:John Laws) 

                    Dr John W Ellis  The Original Behind the Original 
Before the discovery of petroleum-based motor oil, animal fat was used to keep complex machines 
moving. That’s right. Rendered animal fat. If that sounds like it’s not good for critical engine parts to 
you, then you’re not alone. And you have one man to thank for helping our engine avoid that fate.        8 



          
Our story begins right after the Civil War in Titusville, PA, the epicenter of the “Pennsylvania oil rush.” 
Refineries and wells were sprouting up all across the region after a local businessman struck “black 
gold” near a tributary of the Allegheny River. This discovery attracted prospectors and entrepreneurs 
from all over who were seeking practical uses for this suddenly abundant resource. 
One of those entrepreneurs happened to be the “true original” behind the original motor oil: Valvoline 
founder Dr. John W. Ellis. 
That title isn’t just honorary, either. Dr. Ellis was, in fact, a physician who had established practices in 
Massachusetts, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. He even spent several years teaching at medical 
schools in Ohio and New York. 
At age 50, Dr. Ellis’s journey was just beginning. He traveled to Titusville in the early 1860s to research 
the properties of crude oil in hopes of implementing it for medical purposes, but he quickly realized 
there was no wonder tonic to be found. He did, however, notice it had vast potential for mechanical 
purposes. 
 After developing his own equipment to test the crude’s capabilities, Dr. Ellis discovered a new 
process that improved its lubricating qualities by using steam heat rather than direct heat. 
As fortune would have it, Dr. Ellis quickly found a way to capitalize on his newfound discovery. In 
1866, Ezekiel Crocker Leonard—Dr. Ellis’s wife’s sister’s husband—was struggling to maintain his oil 
refinery in Binghamton, NJ, so he consulted Dr. Ellis for assistance. This new partnership resulted in 
the Continuous Oil Refining Company, whose purpose was to manufacture lubricating oil from 
petroleum for steam engines and other machines. 
Over the course of the next two years, Dr. Ellis secured a total of four patents to support his 
groundbreaking new product: an “all-petroleum, high-viscosity steam cylinder lubricant” capable of 
performing under high temperatures. The days of slathering machine parts with animal fat were going 
to be a thing of the past. 
Seeing enormous potential and needing a better name than “not animal fat to grease your engine,” 
Dr. Ellis  came up with a new name for his product in 1868. He stuck together the word valve, plus the 
Latin word for oil (oleum), and the ending -ine to indicate a chemical compound equals success. Thus 
the word Valvoline was trademarked and an American icon was born. 
But the founding father of petroleum-based engine oil wasn’t satisfied with just being first. Pretty 
soon, Dr. Ellis’s business plan outgrew the refinery in Binghamton, so in 1869, he built a new refinery 
in Brooklyn, NY, closer to the ever-growing center of American commerce. 
 With brand new production capacity and access to new markets, Dr. Ellis and his son, Wilbur Dixon 
Ellis, developed and manufactured an array of their own petrol products, including petroleum jellies, 
compounded oils, and kerosene illuminants. But none was more impactful than their flagship 
lubricating engine oil. 
Over the next decade, he opened branch offices and bulk plants in Boston, MA; Chicago, IL; 
Philadelphia, PA; and San Francisco, CA to meet increasing demand from the rapid growth of steam-
generated electricity and locomotives. By now, the product had spread overseas as Dr. Ellis was 
trading with companies in England, France, and Germany. Dr. Ellis’s discovery had become a global 
sensation. 
Valvoline even drew the attention of President Ulysses S. Grant in 1876. At the Centennial Exposition 
in Philadelphia, PA, Valvoline won the top prize for excellence in lubricants technology, a victory 
topped off by a demonstration with the Corliss steam engines that were powering the event. These 
engines, smoothly running with Valvoline oils, were started up by President Grant himself. 
After spending more than three decades at his second career, Dr. John W. Ellis passed away in 1896. 
He saw his invention improve the technology powering America’s growing industrial might, but he 
only caught a glimpse of its most significant contribution to American culture. You see, Dr. Ellis had 
pioneered his product for steam in the 1860s, when a combustion-driven automobile was still an idea 
being tinkered on by inventors and dreamers. And even though he never saw how his product helped 
shape the culture of America, his life was able to overlap one monumental event in automotive 
history.                                                                                                                                                                                               9 



A year before his death in 1895, the very first official auto race in history was held just outside 
Chicago, IL. Fittingly enough, the car that won that race was running with Valvoline protecting its 
engine. 

• 1866 
Dr. John Ellis discovered the lubricating benefits of crude oil and founded the company that became 
Valvoline™. 

• 1873 
Becomes the first trademarked lubricant brand in the United States 

• 1920 
Model-T was mass-produced, Valvoline was the only motor oil that Ford recommended. 

• 1933 
Saudi Aramco traces its beginnings to when a Concession Agreement was signed between Saudi 
Arabia and the Standard Oil Company of California (SOCAL). A subsidiary company, the California 
Arabian Standard Oil Company (CASOC), was created to manage the agreement. 

• 1939 
Valvoline develops a single grade oil, called X-18, that eliminates the need for 18 other specific car 
lubricants. 

• 1954 
Valvoline introduces its all-climate motor oil, so people don't have to switch oils for each season. 

• 1965 
With America's obsession with the speed and power of muscle cars, Valvoline introduces an oil 
specifically designed for racing, now called VR1 racing oil. 

• 1996 
Valvoline introduces DuraBlend, our first synthetic blend motor oil to withstand increasingly hotter 
engine temperatures. 

• 2000 
Valvoline introduces MaxLife™ high-mileage motor oil, the first high mileage motor oil, in response to 
the aging population of cars, helping restore lost horsepower in cars with over 75,000 miles. 

• 2015 
Valvoline launches the new Pro-V™ Racing line of oils and lubricants. This new formula utilizes the 
same technology and professional expertise behind our professional race teams. 

• 2016 
Valvoline becomes a publicly traded company under the NYSE ticker symbol “VVV” 

• 2017 
Valvoline introduces the 5 quart Easy Pour Bottle™, offering DIYers a cleaner, smoother and easier oil 
change. 

• 2018 
Easy Pour Bottle™ is voted Product of the Year in a Consumer Survey of Product Innovation (Winner, 
Car Care Category, Survey of 40,000 people by Kanter TNS). 

• 2018 
Valvoline becomes the 1st major brand to introduce LSPI protection across their entire motor oil 
portfolio. 

• 2020 
Valvoline launches Extended Protection motor oil, a new formula that surpasses every industry 
standard and is proven to maximize engine life and launches its first line of hybrid engine 
products including lubricants and heat exchange fluids and its first line of full battery electric vehicle 
fluids in China. 

• 2021 
Valvoline re-aligns its operating business segments into Retail Services and Global Products. 

• 2022 
Valvoline re-imagines its 5 quart Easy Pour Bottle and completes a label redesign effort that now 
becomes the global package standard.                                                                                                                             10 
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• 2023 
The separation of Valvoline™ Global Operations and Valvoline Retail Services (Valvoline Instant Oil 
Change) is announced; the two will operate as individual businesses. Valvoline Retail Services 
maintains the NYSE ticker VVV, becoming a pure-play automotive retail service provider. Aramco, an 
integrated energy and chemicals company, acquires Valvoline Global to further invest and grow the 
business around the world. 

• 2023 
Aston Martin Aramco Cognizant Formula One® Team and Valvoline™ Global Operations Announce 
Strategic Partnership. 

• 2024 
Valvoline launches Restore & Protect motor oil globally, a first of its kind innovation that restores 
engines to run like new with continuous use. 
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